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the' dead ; bat that unity which arises from ft com- 
-*ton faith and a common object — a unity which 
Adds its strongest bond in the pursuit of the same j 
object, through diversity of means. It is such 1 
an union as this that might exist between us and 
* reformed Italian Chnrch. And if such were 
established, though unwilling to mix up any 
inere political speculation with such a subject, 
■we may be excused if we add the hope, that the 
establishment of a reformed National Church 
would be but the forerunner of .the re^admission 
of Italy, free and united within itself, into the 
great brotherhood of indpeendent nations. 



W» are sure our readers will cordially respond 
to the sentiments contained in the letter of Mr. 
Leyneto Sergeant Shee, which we reprint, as an 
«ot of justice to the character and feelings of 
the educated Roman Catholies of Ireland. The 
Case referred to is that of Francesco and Rosa 
Madiai, at Florence, which has excited so much 
public attention, and appears to hare been simply 
as follows : — 

They are husband and wife, and, though of ir- 
reproachable character, were arrested on the 17th 
of August, 1851, on the charge of being Protes- 
tants, and, as such, reading the Bible, and endea- 
vouring to induce others to do the same ; and 
the charge was summed up by accusing them of 
impiety and proselytism. On these charges they 
Were at length brought to trial, on the 4th of June, 
1852, (having been detained in prison, unheard, 
during the whole of the intervening period,) and 
were found guilty of having read the Scriptures, 
and of worshipping God in a way not prescribed 
by the Church of Rome. There was no suspi- 
cion or imputation of moral or political crimina- 
lity attaching to the case. The public prosecutor 
frankly declared at the trial that there was no 
such accusation whatever, and that the prosecu- 
tion was wholly and avowedly for their opposition 
to the religion of the Established Church of Tus- 
cany. Upon this charge the MacKais were con- 
demned by the Corte Regia of Florence, the hus- 
band, to 56 months of imprisonment with jhardi 
labour, at Volterra, and the wife, to 45 months' 
imprisonment, with three years more of police 
■urveillance. And this sentence, on appeal, vat 
•firmed by the Supreme Court of Florence. 
Mr. Leyne's spirited letter is as follows :— 
" TO SERGEANT SHEE, M.P. 

" Upper Backingbam-street, Dublin, 
October 29. 1853. 
" Sib — I ask permission to address you a few words' 
in reference to an occurrence which took place at the 
Catholic Conference in the Rotundo on yesterday. 

" I was present on a ticket furnished to me as a 
member of the public press, and, therefore, could take: 
no part in the discussion of any topic brought before 
the conference, else I should have yielded to my desire 
to remark upon the allusion you made to the cue of 
the Madiai. 

f As a Catholic and an Irishman, I was delighted at 
your bold and vehement denunciation of the barba- 
rous tyranny of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. I was 
glad that at this moment, and in that Catholic assembly, 
one Irish representative had the manliness and honesty 
to express sentiments so just and noble. 

" It is, indeed, an abominable and impious doc- 
trine that men are to be imprisoned for religious opi- 
nions, and chastised for maintaining any form of doc- 
'ttrine, or for reading any work bearing on religious 
questions. But the notion that it is a crime for any 
man to read the Word of God in his private house is a 
theory so fake, foul, and unholy, that one can only 
wonder how it can gain supporters amongst the fol- 
lowers Of any religion who have for three centuries 
battled against persecution and proscription of the 
•exact nature of the oppression you denounced. The 
Catholics of Ireland hold no such intolerant faith. 

" It surely was not a greater tyranny &r the British 
Government to prohibit the exercise of the Catholic 
faith in Ireland than for this black despot of the South 
to forbid his subjects the privilege of reading the Scrip- 
tures in their homes for their own private edification. 
The old penal laws form an exact precedent for the in- 
tolerant Cour Royale of Florence. 

"It has been argued, I understand, in justification of 
•the conduct of die Duke of Tuscany, that, as a Catholic 
Sovereign, he had a perfect right to prevent the circu- 



lation of the particular book for the perusal of which 
the Madiai have been subjected to oenoltie*. I know 
no,t whether this teaching be a heresy, hut it is a start- 
ling and monstrous dogma — one which would justify, ia 
an extended application, the bloody propagandis m of Ma- 
homet or of Cromwell, and strip conseienee of an privi- 
lege and voHtio*. As a Catholic I nfsuu to swallow it. 
If a Catholic rob me I hand him over to justice — if he 
assault me I will defend mysel£ If a Catholic prince 
use despotic power and trample upon a people, are we 
to be told that the church wffl sanction the tyranny be- 
cause the aggressor is a Catholic? Sir, it is a libel an 
Catholic truth and a disgrace to people to have such 
abominable tenets paraded as the teaching of the church. 

" Believe it, Sir, that the genuine opinion of every 
man m Ireland who loves liberty, political and religious; 
goes with you upon this question. 

" No statement of this ease that has been bteught 
before the public disproves the fact yon represented. 

" And I trust in God that, as long as Ireland is Ca- 
tholic, we shall ever steadily hate the odious doctrines . 
which justify religious persecution, and that men; stall 
be found honest and eourageous enough to condemn the 
acts of the tyrant, whether Catholic or Protestant, audi 
to express sympathy with his victims. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir, your faithful servant, 

" M. B. Lxtmb." 

(From the Cor * Southern Reporter.) 
" Every friend of liberty will read with pleasure the 
manly, energetic speech of Sergeant Shee. His noble 
denunciation of the outrageous violation of the principle 
of civil and religious liberty, in the case of the Madiais, 
will find an echo in the hearts of all who love freedom 
and hate oppression. It was absolutely necessary that 
some person in the Conference should, on the part of 
the Catholics of Ireland, proclaim to the world their 
detestation of the tyranny perpetrated at Florence in 
the name of religion. Sergeant Shee did the thing at 
the right time and in the right way. Though theeditor of 
the Tablet had the baseness to stand up in an assembly 
met to promote religious equality, and defend the crime 
of the Tuscan Government, no one can charge the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland with participating in his odious opi- 
nions. He stands alone. We could almost wish to 
see him in some country where his own principle of 
toleration could be applied to himself. This man is 
doing all he can, and very effectually too, to bring the 
Catholics of Ireland into discredit and disgrace." 



hereby approve of this translation of the 'Glomes af 
Maryv' and cordial!* recommend it to the faithful. Ni- 
cholas, Cardinal Wiseman, Archbishop of Westminster, 
given at Westminster, on the Feast of St- Alphonsus de 
Liguori, 1852." 

I now leave your correspondent to reconcile sjs.be best 
may these contradictory statements; 
I am, sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

October 19, 1852. G. H. Collbttsj 



Corxesaouo'tnte. 
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SILENCE OF SCRIPTURE RESPECTING 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MART. 

Sm— Tour correspondent,!" One who Loves to hear the 
Truth," is surprised that you should have published an 
article showing how little the Bible tells us of the " life 
of the Blessed Virgin." He admits that a fact so no- 
torious as the silence of Scripture about the Blessed 
Virgin has engaged the attention of learned Roman 
Catholics, and that they have accounted for it. Your 
correspondent's words are remarkable — " The Scrip- 
tures, you (Mr. Editor) say, tell us little or nothing 
about the Blessed Virgin Mary ; they are wholly silent 
about her from the time of our Lord's ascension. Quite 
true, sir; but learned Roman Catholics have noticed 
that fact as well as you, and accounted for it," &c, &c. 
He then quotes several passages from Roman Catholic 
writers, which entirely bear out his assertion, that the 
Scriptures really do say little or nothing of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. With this conclusion neither you (Mr. 
Editor') nor I are prepared to combat. But, unfortu- 
nately, on this, as on many other questions, amongst 
Romanists themselves, opinions are divided. I do not 
recognise among the list furnished by your correspon- 
dent any canonized saint or Pope. St. Boaaventore, a 
canonised saint, who holds a prominent place in the 
Romish calendar, writes—" Omaes Scriptures loquuntur 

deea." Serin. IS, in Hex. This passage I find quoted 

with the greatest approbation in Saint Liguori's " Glo- 
ries of Mary"— thus " the whole o/the Sacred Scriptures 
speak in praise of Mary." The words •' ta praiee" are our 
interpretation; the original passage, as given by Bono- 
venture, is inserted in a note at foot of the page. Now, 
the authority of Liguori is undoubted. We know that 
all his works, and the " Glories of Mary" in particular, 
underwent twenty yean' strict examination by the most 
competent authorities of the Church of Rome, being 
the " Sacred Congregation of Rights," of which the Pope 
is president. They unanimously declared that not one 
word of hie writings wot worthy of Centura. According 
to Saints Bonaventure and Liguori, the Pope and all the 
sacred collage, " the whole of the Sacred Scriptures 

speak of her" plain contradiction to the assertion of 

the authorities quoted by your correspondent. 

The edition of Liguori from which I quote is, or 
ought to be, of the very greatest authority ; it is the only 
edition which bears the signature of authority ; the date 
U 1852, and purported to be "printed for the Bedemp- 
torist Fathers of St. Mary's, daphasa" (p. 6) ; and 
Ci.BDiK.tL Wiseman thus recognises this edition—" We [ 



THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE CATHOLIC LATHAM. 

Sua — Allow me to correct a mistake which you 
have nude in your last number, page 109, where you say 
that "the dogma of the immaculate conception hasbeen 
at length declared, by the successor of St Peter, to he 
an article of faith." This is not the case. You were 
probably deceived by the facts, that the church observes 
a festival in honour of the immaculate conception, and 
that she makes mention of it in her prayers j and, also, 
that the present Pope has taken into consideration the 
propriety of affirming the doctrine more solemnly. 
But, as for as I am aware, he has net yet done bo, and 
the doctrine ia but matter of pious belief, and ia not 
yet an article of faith. It is, perhaps, natural that you 
Protestants should be careless in this matter ; but a 
Catholic knows that it is extremely important to be ac- 
curate in observing the time when any doctrine becomes 
an article of faith ; for, previous to that time, it may 
be doubted or denied without mortal sin. We all know, 
for example, that St. Bernard is now a saint in heaven, 
although he opposed this very doctrine of the immacu- 
late conception ; but any one who shall deny it after it 
has once been made an article of faith by the successor 
of St. Peter, would, no doubt, be guilty of damnable sin. 
I am, Sir, &c., 

A Lovxa or Accuracy. 

We cheerfully insert this letter, as we have always 
promised to insert any corrections of misstatements- 
which we may inadvertently have made. The sentence 
for which our correspondent takes us to task was, 
perhaps, incautiously worded ; but if he will turn to p. 
23, he will find that we have proved that, even though 
the doctrine be not yet formally declared an article of 
faith, the authorities of the Church of Rome have j>rnt- 
tically mode it de fide to a large and increasing body in 
the communion, by sanctioning the festival and office of 
the immaculate conception. 

We have no space here to discuss the question 
whether the church can make any doctrine now an 
article of faith which was not always so. According to 
the Roman theoiy, it would seem as if certain part* of 
the road to heaven got choked up in the course of ages, 
and as if the church is obliged occasionally to post " no 
thoroughfare" on the paths by which saints of old made 
their way to glory. We believe that it cannot be so neces- 
sary to our salvation to believe any doctrines of which 
the Christians of the first centuries were ignorant, or 
which they did not know that they were bound to be- 
lieve. But, as we have said, we cannot discuss this 
question here. 



ALLEGED LOST BOOKS OF SCRIPTURE. 

TO THE.KDIT0B OF THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sib As a constant reader of the Catholic LatMAN 

I think it strange that a Roman Catholic " Inquirer" 
would make so Btrange astatement, as to say that thereare 
twenty books of the Holy Scripture lost He even sur- 
passed the great Roman Catholic luminary, Doctor Co- 
hill, who could tell the people of Liverpool, in June 
last, of only seventeen lost books (See M'Cabe's Tele- 
graph, 12th June last). I believe, had the doctor read 
the last number of the Catholic Layman befose 
he delivered bis speech, the number would have been 
still smaller ; but I am still astonished that Dr. Cahill and 
the " Inquirer," Celbridge, men of no small knowledge, 
would be so little acquainted with the Douay Bible, 
Ac.; for they say that the following books are lost: 
That of Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Abies, Iddo, Jeremias, 
and Jehu, fee. But I would ask them who wrote the 
book of Samuel, Rings, and Chronicles? I do not 
know what might be their answer, but I know the 
answer ths* the Douay annotators give. See the pre- 
face to the let Book of Samuel, 1st Book of Kings, aata 
the 1st Book of Chronicles, Douay Bible, which expli- 
citly show that these books were not written at one 
time, nor by one man, but refer to the above-named 
prophets as being the writers. It is true, the preface to 
the 1st Book Of Chronicles says, that the present Books 
of Chronicles ore not the ancient Chronicles, er 
words of the days, &o. ; but the writer has to 
acknowledge, at the end, that they are the same books, 
only revised! and abridged by Ezra. Now, Ezra is 
the acknowledged arranger of the canon of Scripture 
(i.e., the.Old Testament) — an opinion which the Jews 
have always maintained, and in which the Christian 
Church has universally concurred- Dr. Frideaux, 
Dean of Norwich,, gives a full and learned account of 
the work which Ezra is admitted to have performed, 
soys the doctor, " corrected all the errors whieti 
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had crept into previous copies, through the negligence or 
mistake of transcribers ; he collected together all the 
books of which the Holy Scriptures then consisted, and 
disposed them in proper order, settling the canon of 
Scriptures for his time ; he added, in several places 
throughout the various books, what appeared necessary 
for illustrating, connecting, or completing them, wherein 
he was assisted by the same Holy Spirit by whose in- 
fluence they were at first written. He changed the old 
names of places, grown obsolete," &c. So I believe the 
Books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles were divided 
into sections, before Ezra's revision, every section or 
part, each part bearing the writer's name ; in proof of 
which I would refer the " Inquirer" to the first Book of 
Samuel. There we are told that Samuel is the writer as 
far as the 25th chapter, &c. ; so it is reasonable to believe 
that Ezra, in his revision, would leave out those names, 
and unite the sections into consistent volumes, &c, to 
the end that they might be the better preserved, for the 
"grass witheretb, the flower fadeth, but the word of 
our God shall stand for ever." — Isaiah xL 8. Again, 
" It is easier for heaven and earth to pass than one tittle 
of the law to fail or fall." — Luke xvi. 17. I would sin- 
■cerely hope that the " Inquirer" would meditate over 
these things, and charitably consider the whole matter ; 
and I firmly believe that he will come to the same 
contusion as his well-wishing and humble friend in 
Christ, 

A CoHVEBT PROM THE CHURCH OF ROME, 

and a Lath an. C — y. 



THE LETTER OF " AN INQUIRER." 
(Continued from our last Number.) 

That the traditions of the Church then, as well as the 
written Word of God, are to be accredited, appears to 
me by the following : — 

That our Lord attached importance to the writings 
of the prophets is clear from Luke xvi. 31 — " And he 
said to them, if they hear not Moses and the pro. 
pkets, neither will they believe if one rise again from the 
dead ;" and, xxv. 27 — " And beginning at Moses and 
all the prophets, he expounded to them in all the Scrip, 
lures the things that were concerning him." Now, our 
Lord, in expounding to his Apostles all the prophets, 
must have included those prophetical writings not now 
extant. That the Apostles could not have taught their 
disciples (and successors) any other doctrines than those 
received by them ; and that, by perpetual succession of 
lawful pastors, these doctrines— traditions — could not be 
vitiated by the church, and, therefore, to be received 
by us with equal reverence as the now written Word 
of God, I shall endeavour to show as far as I can. It 
will be evident, from the following texts, that the church 
could not err in what she taught and teaches (I, of 
course, argue not for her in secular infallibility') ; and, 
hence, that she must be infallible ; .and, if so, how reject 
her traditions ? 

1st Thes. ii. 13 — " When ye received the word of 
God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but (as it really is) the word of God ;" 
therefore a very fit Rule of Faith, even before it was 
written ! Rom. xvi. 17 — " Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary 
to the doctrine which you have learned," where as yet 
he had written nothing to the Galatians ; for where is 
any such writing? St. Paul also says (Gal. i. 6) — "I 
marvel that so soon you are removed from him who 
called you into the grace of Christ unto another 
gospel" — removed, I say, from the faith I delivered, 
which was true, though not a written gospel ; and, in 
verse 8, he says — "Although we or an angel from 
heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed." The Galatians 
received at the time nothing in writing ; they had all 
by oral tradition, and yet, in verse 9, he says, more 
vehemently — "As we have said before, so I say dow 
again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you 
than that you have received, be he accursed." But 
how, it may be asked, do we know that the traditions 
which we have now are apostolical? (I make no distinc- 
tion between divine and apostolical tradition.) I answer, 
that a true apostolical tradition is handed down by a 
full unanimous report of all Catholic nations, attested 
by their universal practice and uniform doctrine. What 
is thus delivered is the doctrine of the church diffused, 
and therefore infallible. Upon this ground alone you 
and we receive such and such Scripture as canonical, 
and such and such copies of the Scripture as authentic. 
The church's unit)/ of doctrine all over the world goes 
also far to prove the infallible source whence Bhe derived 
her traditions. How explicit are these texts! PsaL 
lxxxix. 4 — " I have made a covenant with my chosen, 
I have sworn to David, my servant, thy seed will I es- 
tablish for ever, and I will build up my throne to all 
generations." All which is verified in Christ only, who, 
in hischurch;(Luke i. 32), " hath given him the seat of 
David, his father, and he shall reign in the house of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end." What a promise of everlasting perpetuity to 
ius church 1 And, lest any one should think that Mb 
promise might be made void by any sins of hers, or to 
be made only on condition of their walking in his com- 
laandments, we find in the same Psalm, 27, 37 "And I 



will put him, the first begotten, high above the kings of 
the earth ; I will keep my mercy unto him for ever, and 
my testament faithful unto him. I will put his seed for 
ever and ever and his throne as the days of heaven. 
But if his children shall forsake my law (this cannot pos- 
sibly be of the elect), and will not walk in my judgments ; 
if they will profane my justices, and not keep my com- 
mandments, I will visit their iniquities with a rod, and 
their sins with stripes." He does not threaten that he 
would allow them to fall into doctrinal error ; but " my 
loving kindness I will not take away from him, nor 
suffer my faithfulness to fail. My covenant will I not 
break, nor the thing which is gone out of my lips. 
Once have I sworn in my holiness, if I lie to David, his 
seed shall continue for ever, and his throne as the sun 
in my Bight, and as the moon, perfect for ever. " Ob- 
serve how perfect the church was to be preserved, and, 
consequently, incapable of error I The above promises 
were made of Christ, "the son of David, the son of 
Abraham." — Matt. i. 1. 

Isaiah is full to this purpose. Chap. xlix. 14, 16 — 
"And Zion said, our Lord hath forsaken me, and our 
Lord hath forgotten me. Why can a woman forget her 
infant, that she will not have pity on the son of her 
womb ? And if she should forget, yet I will not forget 
thee. Behold I have written thee in my hands." And, 
liv. 9, 12 — " As in the days of Noah is this thing to 
me, to whom I swore I would bring in no more the 
waters of Noah upon the earth ; so have I swore not to 
be angry with thee, nor to rebuke thee. For the moun- 
tains shall (sooner) be moved, and hills tremble : but 
my mercy shall not depart from thee, and the covenant 
of my peace shall not be moved, said our Lord, thy 
miserator. Poor little one, shaken with tempest, without 
all comfort, behold I will lay thy stones in order (to with- 
stand any tempest), and will found thee in sapphires, 
and I will put the jasper stone for thy munitions." And 
again, Ix. 15 — " I will make thee the pride of worlds, a 
joy unto generation and generation." That the church 
would be made the pride of worlds, frc, and allow er- 
ror to creep into it, would be incompatible with the fore- 
going word of God. " Iniquity shall be no more heard 
in thy land, waste and destruction in thy borders, and 
salvation shall occupy thy walls, and praise thy gates." 
What more salutary than to be confident of the church in 
which salvation is certain ? Verse 20 — "Thy sun shall 
go down ;u> more, and thy moon shall not be diminished, 
because the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting Ugh', 
and the days of thy mourning shall be ended." How 
could the church have dark ages (when error is said to 
have crept into it) while the Lord himself promised to 
be to her an everlasting light ? Her infallibility, there- 
fore, is proved from Scripture as clearly as a mathema- 
tical proposition whose solution is indirectly obtained. 

To multiply more proofs I think is unnecessary : a 

few more, however, and I have done. Is. lxii. 3. 6 

" Thou shalt be a crown of glory in the hand of our 
Lord, and the diadem of a kingdom in the hand of thy 
God. Upon thy walls, Jerusalem, I have placed watch- 
men all the day and all the night ; for ever they shall 
not hold their peace." What clearer proof of the visibi- 
lity of the church, in her watchmen and pastors ; and 
v. 12 — "Thou shalt be a city sought for and notforsaken." 
How forsaken would God's church be if he allowed her 
to teach error I Again, Jer. xxxiii. 17, 18 — "There 
shall not fail of David a man to sit on the throne of Is- 
rael, and of the priests and Levites, there Bhall not fail 
before my face a man to offer holocausts, and to burn 
sacrifices, and to kill victims all days." Behold a suc- 
cession of lawful priests still offering sacrifices — ex- 
pressed by the priests and sacrifices as were then only 
known; and, "If my covenant with the day can be 
made void with David my servant, that there may not 
be of him a son (a vicar or vicegerent) to reign in his 
throne, and the Levites and prieBts my ministers." Yea, 
v. 22 — " Even as the stars in heaven cannot be num- 
bered, and the sand of the sea be measured, so will I 
multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites 
my ministers." The church is above shown to be visi- 
ble, and governed in perpetual succession by lawful pas- 
tors ; here, a son (or vicar) to reign in David's throne. 
Why, then, refuse to admit the visible head ot the church 
to be Christ's vicar on earth ? And how vast Christ's 
Church when compared to " the stars in the heaven," 
and the grains of " sand of the sea !" This passage 
does not countenance that the Church of Christ could 
be " a small fold," as the Vaudois Church must have 
been, at least in my opinion. 

The points at issue being fundamental ones, you will 
pardon me if I go a little farther ; indeed, my letter has 
already extended beyond what I first imagined. I will, 
therefore, draw to as speedy a close as possible. We 
find, Dan. ii. 44, "In the days of those kingdoms the 
God of heaven shall raise us a kingdom that shall not 
be dissipated for ever ; and this kingdom shall not be 
delivered to another people, and it shall consume all the 
(idolatrous) kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever in 
the quality of a kingdom." How, unless having a 
visible head ? To govern this kingdom (the church) 
" He gave some apostles, some prophets, and other 
some pastors and doctors," &c, until we meet all in the 

unity of faith, which will not be till the world's end 

Ephes. iv. 11. 



How can we doubt the truth of the doctrines by thosS 
taught, when, in addition to this passage, our Lord 
himself saithto his apostles (Matth. xxxiii. 20)— "Be- 
hold, I am with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world >" As the apostles w ere not to live to the 
end of the world, it is evident that Christ meant both 
them and their lawful successors. Therefore, a lawful 
succession of pastors must needs, in all ages, to the 
end of time, be found in the church, at least without 
any considerable interruption, as the foregoing texts also 
fully prove. 

In what other than the Roman Church, tken, is thin 
perpetual succession found f This visible head we de- 
signate by the name of Pope — a significant name, when 
its etymology is ascertained to mean " Father." 

One text more, and I conclude for the present. Thai 
God seems to glory in the multitude of those who con- 
fidently resort to the church, as a mistress of assured 
truth, to be instructed by her, Isaiaa says (ii. 3)— 
"Let us go to the mountain of our Lord, and he will 
teach us his ways, and we shall walk in his paths, and 
he shall judge among the nations." Here is a court or 
tribunal erected in his church to decide controversies. 
Whose decision is final unless that of a judge t 

On all these texts I leave you, sir, and the public to 
decide ; and again requesting that you will not look on 
this as emanating from me in any other than the most 
friendly feeling, 

I remain.sir, yours, fee.. 

An Inquirer. 

Celbridge, June 24, 1852. 

If the Celbridge "Inquirer" had read more carefully 
what we have written about tradition and Scripture, he 
might have left out some of his letter. 

In our article on the " Rule of Faith," in our number 
for June, on which the "Inquirer" comments, we said— 
" We know perfectly well that a doctrine is in itself 
neither more nor less the Word of God for being written 
or unwritten. We are fully aware that the doctrines 
now contained in Scripture were for some time un- 
written traditions. We are, consequently, quite pre- 
pared to receive as authoritative and obligatory, any un- 
written tradition, provided it can be shown, by unques- 
tionable proof, to be derived from an inspired origin." 

We do not see how it is any answer to this to bring 
forward 1 Thes., c. 2, v. 1 3, and many other passages 
of Scripture, to prove that what inspired Apostles spoke 
was of as great authority as what they wrote. That, 
surely, is no proof against what we have said. 

What we want to know is this — Are we sure that 
what the Popo and the Roman Church say now was 
said by the Apostles ? We do not insist on its being 
shown to us that the Apostles wrote it. If any one can 
show us that they said it, that will be enough for the ar- 
gument in hand. What we want is proof of the fact 
that they said it ; we do not want proof that their say- 
ing it was as good as their writing it : though even on 
that point we may have something to say hereafter. 
For instance, take this article of the Creed of Pope 
Pius IV. : — " I confess that under one kind only (i.e., 
bread or wine alone) whole and entire Christ, and a 
true Sacrament, is taken and received." We know 
that the Pope, and the Council of Trent, and the modern 
Roman Church, do say this. We know, also, that the 
Roman Church, for 1,200 years, did not say it (see our 
June number, page 63). We want to know, " Is this 
an apostolical tradition ?" Can any one give us proof 
that the Apostles said this ? We do not ask for proof 
that they wrote it ; we know they did not write it. 
But if any one can prove to us that they said it, we are 
willing to admit that it is true. If no one can give us 
that proof, we will not believe it. 

Is it any answer to this to tell us that what the Apos- 
tles said is as good as what they wrote ? Admitting that, 
we ask for proof that they did say this ; and no one at- 
tempts to give us such proof. This is the actual state of 
the question. 

The only proof that the "Inquirer" offers, is taken 
from some of the prophecies, Psalm lxxxix. 4, and Luke 
i. 32. Oa these, the " Inquirer" observes — " What a 
promise of everlasting perpetuity to his church!" Now, 
we believe in the everlasting perpetuity of Christ's 
Church. But this is not the question between us and 
the " Inquirer." We trust the Church of Christ may 
be perpetual, although the Bishop of Rome, and some 
other Italian and Spanish bishops, may have fallen into 
errors at Treat. There was once a church in Africa, 
the church of Augustine and Optatus, containing, 
perhaps, 2,000 bishops. That church has ceased to 
exist centuries ago. Yet Christ's Church is perpetual. 
Were all Italy and Spain to become Mahomedan or 
heathen, like Africa, surely Christ would still have 
a church on earth. And if the total destruction of the 
Italian Church would not destroy the perpetuity of 
Christ's Church, much less can her errors do so. 

The "Inquirer" quotes, also, Psalm lxxxviii. 31, 
Douay Bible (" Inquirer's" reference is not correct) — 
" If his children shall forsake my law, and will not 
walk in my judgments — if they will profane my justicea, 
and not keep my commandments, I will visit their ini- 
quities with a rod, and their sins with stripes." Does 
this prove that they cannot forsake his law, or depart 
from his commandments ? It seems to us rather to 



